
Minutes of Meldrum Bourtie & Daviot Community Council Meeting

Tuesday 23rd August 2016
7.30pm

 Meldrum Academy Room 111 

CC MEMBERS PRESENT: - James Milton (chair), Lloyd Duncan (vice chair), Kaye Cowie (secretary) 
Irene Dunbar, Alice Hill, Andrew McCartney, John Pirie, Patrick Sleigh, Jeff Goodhall, Willie Sinclair, 
Norman Masson, David Clare, Stuart Baird, Jan Chalmers, Jane Dickers

APOLOGIES: - Simon Kilkerr, Cllr Gifford, Cllr Hendry,

CLLRS PRESENT: - Cllr Johnston, Cllr Shand

POLICE PRESENT: - None in attendance

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: - Stuart Singer

Approval of May 2016 Minutes

Proposer David Clare

Seconded John Pirie

MATTERS ARISING

Andrew reported on behalf of MAIG that there would be no judging of the gardens this year as there 
had been no response from the public 

Andrew asked if it had been established who owned the ground where the Z path is situated. John 
stated that the area had been strimmed and weed killed in the last weeks. . Kaye to enquire.

                                         ACTION KAYE

POLICE REPORT

No report received and no police in attendance.

ISSUES RAISED BY THE PUBIC

Stuart Singer reported that after putting photos on FB he had 14200 hits – which is a great result. 
Great comments received regarding the flowers and community garden.

Stuart Singer asked if reverse parking would solve the issue of all the complaints regarding parking in 
the square area. Willie stated that he had attempted this and it was not in his opinion a good idea. 
Kaye commented that she thought that the idea was reverse parking when designed but unsure now 
as road classification has changed. Kaye agreed to contact roads department             ACTION KAYE

Stuart Singer stated that he had seen no evidence of the speed monitoring that was promised by the 
police and he felt that the speeding was getting worse by the Redgarth and the Pleasure Park.

Stuart Singer reported that the skate park is in a disgraceful mess and action is required to tidy this. 
Stuart suggested that another type of bin would be better as it is difficult to get bottles into the 
present one. Kaye stated that Denise was bringing this to the parks attention from an earlier 
meeting.

           ACTION KAYE – EMAIL DENISE



TREASURERS REPORT

Willie reported a balance of £8720.28 – which includes T-Party monies of £950.00 AND Defib monies 
of £690.00

SECRETARY REPORT

Please see attached 

John asked who owns the ground at the rear of the distillery – is it the Sapphire Centre or the 
Distillery.           ACTION KAYE – KENNY

PLANNING

John gave a very detailed report on the planning received over the last two months. Paul asked if the 
CC had made comment on the Meldrum Motors application – James replied yes.  John stated that 
the Planning sub group emails each other and call a meeting if required. John reported that the FAC 
that was due to take place in July will now take place on 30th August.

The Chapel Park application was voted on 7/3 at the Formartine Area Committee for approval. As its 
approval is contrary to the Local Plan it will go to full council in October 2016. Kaye asked as a CC we 
do not know what Developer Obligation (DO) conditions have been met and that a lot of the time the
DO does not seem to fit an area. Paul stated that the Councillors do not know this information either.
Kaye stated that Cllr Gifford had stated that there is no money for the Transport HUB either in this or 
next year’s budget – Paul stated that next year’s budget could be changed. Irene stated that Cllr 
Gifford had said at a previous meeting that there was the possibility that a compulsory buy on the 
land for the widening of the Methlick junction. Stuart Singer stated that this was not the case and 
that they had this in writing – Paul corrected Stuart Singer and said that ABC could do this if they 
choose to. Stuart Singer asked why we the CC were discussing this application again as it had been 
discussed at the June meeting and in his opinion things should not be re-discussed – John stated that
we the CC can and will discuss any planning application as many times as we wish. Stuart Singer 
stated that he has evidence of members of the CC phoning asking people to put in comments on 
their behalf – Kaye asked Stuart to explain what he meant – Stuart replied he was not prepared to 
give any names.

John stated that the supermarket application was recommended for refusal but this is due to be 
heard on the 30/08/16.

Jeff asked if the same criteria are used for all applications – Paul replied yes.

Jeff asked where the ½ million had gone that we were told a few years ago was available from the 
government – towards the HUB.

ELECTED MEMBERS

Cryle stated that the next Area Committee meeting is next week in Ellon.

Paul no comments noted.

Norman stated that the Well in Daviot has gone due to construction works. Kaye to email Ian 
Daniels/ Graham Steel                                        ACTION KAYE



David reported that the Dry Stone Dyke on Well Brae had gone and had not been replaced. David 
also stated that the walls on his road had not been replaced as per plans – David stated that he has 
waited for 4 months for a reply from the enforcement officer – This is unacceptable and David is to 
email for an update and will copy in Councillors and Elaine Brown.          ACTION DAVID

REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES

Future Vision – Andrew reported that the new posters were now ready with the QR code on them 
-Kaye to distribute. The group are meeting to deliver the survey in Daviot on the 27/08/16 at 9.45am.
Kaye to deliver flyers to Daviot School to be distributed on the 26/08/16. Debra stated at the FV 
meeting that funding may be available but after consideration it was decided to wait until next year. 

MAIG –Andrew advised that the flower judging is taking place today 23/08/16. Andrew also advised 
that the tractor shed was going to be constructed soon.

Lloyd asked about the Public Liability Insurance on the Community Garden – Willie stated that it is 
approximately £140.00.

REPORTS FROM COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS

Daviot Trust – Willie reported that the Trust is progressing well with the paths and that extra 
drainage has been put in place. The trust is looking into building a maintenance facility for the village 
in the future.

HERITAGE SOCIETY John reported that the next event is a Coffee Morning to be held in the Royal 
British Legion on the 17th September 2016.

AOCB

 James stated that Lesley Tierney had requested to speak to the CC or a sub group in regards 
to planning for Newbarns.  An extra meeting of the CC is to be held on the 15 th Nov in 
Morris’s Hotel @ 7pm                ACTION KAYE EMAIL LESLEY

 Andrew asked if an owner for Station Lane had been determined – James has been looking 
into this but as yet no definite answer – James offered to look into this further.  

                        ACTION JAMES
 Kaye stated that the defibrillator had still not been returned and that the Police were 

conducting enquiries. Kaye stated that there had been an offer of help to replace the 
defibrillator and this was being dealt with.  Kaye to check for Police update and insurance.      

                                                                                                   ACTION KAYE
 Kaye stated that a member of the community had approached her regarding the lack of 

crossings in Oldmeldrum for the disabled – asking if we could get a crossing beside Daisy 
Roots or the Chemist as many fear these areas and just “go for it” and that they feel an 
accident is going to happen.  Cars do not give people a chance to cross and several roads all 
coming together as road markings is of little help to pedestrians. Kaye stated that the last 
time this was asked for it was not allowed due to meterage of the areas. Kaye to email roads 
department.                      ACTION KAYE

 Kaye stated that £950.00 had been received from Sandy Manson (Tea Party organiser). Sandy
and his committee would like the CC to decide how to spend the money for the community. 
Kaye asked members for ideas for next meeting.

 Kaye reported that the residents with hedges onto Mill Road had been given notice to cut 
back all hedges as the cars are being forced onto the path area – Ian Daniels is monitoring 
the situation.



 Kaye reported that a member of the community had asked who was responsible for the 
houses at the distillery as the whole site is a mess with both houses being board up. The 
resident asked if there was a chance as the site is next to sheltered housing – could there be 
more built as there is a severe shortage of cottage style properties available.    
                                                       ACTION KAYE EMAIL ABC

Kaye contacted Mr Grant who confirmed that the Distillery owned both the 3 and 1 bed houses. Mr 
Grant confirmed that there had been interest from the public but no decision as yet. Mr Grant 
confirmed that he would keep the CC updated. 

 It was noted that the trees on Mill Road are hanging over the road –Kaye to report to roads
            ACTION KAYE

 Paul stated that Richard Elliot  pays for Meldrum Online and asked if  a thank you and a
request be made for payment          ACTION JAMES

 Jan stated that the list of places to obtain Parking Permits are not on the signage and that
more permits are required                            ACTION KAYE

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

Please note change of date

 20  th   SEPTEMBER 2016 @7.30PM IN ROOM 111 IN MELDRUM ACADEMY


